entitled Principles of South African Local Government Law, Bernard Bekink makes a significant contribution to local government law and governance in South Africa.
The book succeeds in its aim carefully to explain in layman's terms the current legal dispensation for local governments and the subsequent changes in local government administration. Apart from elaborating on the history of local government, the origin of urban development, the process of local government transformation and restructuring as well as the post-constitutional composition of local authorities, the book addresses a number of issues that are currently key in local government administration. These issues include, amongst others, the status, objects, challenges and developmental duties of local authorities; the legal nature and general rights and duties of local government institutions; co-operative governance; the role and importance of traditional leadership in local government affairs; the powers and functions of local authorities; 118/118 perhaps also have proposed more detailed solutions to the challenges that face local governments as identified in, amongst others, chapter 6 of the book.
Bekink himself states that local government law in the co-operative governance framework is one of the disciplines of law marked with significant uncertainty and various challenges. Local government law is, therefore, expected still to undergo extensive reform and development. The author must, however, be commended for having established a solid foundation from which government officials, students, academics and other practitioners may depart in the aim to not only comprehend the legal status quo, but also to contribute to future local government law reform and development in South Africa. In the final instance, it is hoped that the author will strongly consider frequent updates of this work in order for it to remain a practical source of reference.
